Community Update
June 23, 2020
• Welcome and thank you for joining us this evening. We hope you all
remain well and safe.
• In tonight’s report, I am excited to share news about all the new
developments concerning re-openings in town.
• But before I get to that, let me tell you about a wonderful event that took
place Monday night, June 15. It was called a Virtual Gathering of Solidarity
and it was held in response to the tragic injustice and civil unrest occurring
around the country and closer to home.
•

Sponsored by the Roxbury Interfaith Council and the Township, more than
80 people signed into a Zoom session to listen to some very moving
remarks and sometimes hard-to-listen-to accounts by members of our
religious community, in particular, the Rev. Herman Scott of the
Morristown Calvary Baptist Church, who was our guest speaker.

• Special thanks go to Rabbi Inna of Temple Shalom for organizing the event
with the expert help of Library Director Radwa Ali, as well as Rev. Cari
Morgan of the First Presbyterian Church of Succasunna and the Roxbury
Interfaith Council, which does so much for our community.
• Also, a special thanks to Sen. Tony Bucco, who spoke during the event and
offered his support and encouragement to those who called in to
participate.

• By all accounts, the event was well received. For our part, the Mayor and
Council pledged our solidarity with those fighting for social justice and
equality.
• In my remarks, I commented that as a Roxbury resident for 25 years, I know
we live in a community that values diversity and where we have respect for
each other.
• I also wish to thank Chief Marc Palanchi for his support and for the
outstanding job our dedicated Roxbury police do every day and have done
during these troubled times.
• And a quick shout out to Mike Condon at the Roxbury Register for his story
on the Interfaith Council event. His coverage provided an important
community service.
• Also, the Zoom meeting was recorded, and a video produced by Radwa Ali
can be viewed on Facebook. I encourage everyone to take a look.
• Now let me turn to our COVID-19 status report. I am pleased to say that we
continue to see a significant reduction in the number of confirmed cases of
COVID-19 being reported in town. The number of cases stands at 286.
Thankfully, no new deaths have been reported.
• Once again, this day would not have been possible without everyone’s
cooperation in adhering to the social distancing requirements. Please
remember to continue to practice social distancing, especially now that
things are beginning to reopen.
• Our first bit of good news concerns the opening of the beach at Horse Shoe
Lake. As you will remember, we announced at our last meeting that we

had found a way to reopen the beach, which was a high priority for the
Council and staff.
• However, we heard from several residents about our plan to only issue day
passes, as opposed to the traditional seasonal pass. We made that decision
based on our desire to make the beach available to as many people as
possible, given that we could only admit 280 people at a time based on CDC
guidelines.
• But in our effort to create an equitable pass system that was fair, we
inadvertently put our long-time Roxbury residential seasonal pass holders
at a disadvantage.
•

We heard you and over the past week we spent a significant amount of
time with the staff and the Recreation Advisory Committee led by Deputy
Mayor Fred Hall discussing beach access for 2020. As a result, and to create
a system that fairly recognizes our loyal seasonal passholders, we are
proposing a resolution tonight that would, if adopted by this Council,
restore seasonal passes for the summer of 2020.

• Based on an analysis of past beach usage, we believe that most days the
beach capacity of approximately 280 – which is the cap established using
CDC guidelines -- will accommodate those wishing to use the beach. We
will not limit the number of beach passes that will be sold for the year.
• As such, purchasers of beach passes will need to be aware that it is possible
that they will not be able to access the beach on certain days because it
may reach capacity.
• So, if adopted by Council tonight, at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, June 24th, -tomorrow -- seasonal passes will go on sale for Horseshoe Lake Beach.

• Passes will be available on-line by visiting the Township’s web site or by
contacting the Township’s Recreation Department by telephone.
• As previously mentioned, the capacity of the beach will be limited to 280
people. Therefore, anyone wishing to use the beach must pre-register the
day prior to visiting. To pre-register, visit the Township’s website or
contact the Township’s Recreation Department by telephone at (973) 4482015 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday through Friday.
• On Saturdays and Sundays, telephones will be answered between the hours
of 8 and 11 a.m.
• Senior citizens who plan to visit the beach should contact the Recreation
Department by telephone for special consideration. Also, we expect to be
charging a discounted rate for all seasonal passes for Roxbury residents to
account for the shorten season. If approved by Council later this evening,
the family annual pass for residents will be reduced to $75.00 from $95.00.
And for a season pass for singles, the cost will be reduced to $30.00 from
$40.00. Non-residents may also purchase passes but at a higher rate.
• I want to stress that, as we have done in the past, we reserve the right to
modify this plan based on our experience once we open the beach. No one
thinks these decisions are written in stone.
• In addition to the beach, the Recreation Department is developing two new
programs for consideration.
• First, we are introducing for the first time a program called The Gaels
Fitness program -- a fitness and training program open to all residents that
will take place on our new turf field.

• Second, we will be offering a Swim Clinic, which will provide swimmers a
program to replace the competitive 2020 swim season, which we expect
will not take place because of COVID-19 concerns. For both programs, we
will require social distancing protocols as well as a COVID-19 liability
waivers. These are conditions required by the township’s Risk Manager
and Township Attorney.
• More details about these programs will be publicized and posted on the
township’s website soon.
• We have also received many requests for garage sale permits. Because of
limited access to Town Hall, we are waiving the application and $5
application fee for garage sale permits for the remainder of 2020. While
this will only have a small impact on township revenue, it provides an
important benefit for everyone who spent the last four months cleaning
out their garages and attics.
• These matters are also on the agenda and are expected to be voted on by
the Council later this evening.
• As many of you may have noticed, outside dining – something we
authorized by resolution at our last meeting – has begun in Roxbury. This is
a much needed and welcomed development. Tents have sprung up all
around town. We encourage the community to patronize our restaurants,
as well as our retail stores, which also opened for limited in-store shopping
last week.

• The restaurants currently approved for temporary outside dining are:
o ANTHONY & SONS, 15 Route 10 East, Succasunna;
o ANTHONY FRANCOS PIZZA, 274 Route 10 West,
Succasunna;

o FUDDRUCKERS, 275 Route 10 East, Succasunna;

o ROSE’S LUNCHEONETTE, 431 US-46 West, Kenvil;
o ROXBURY DINER, 101 Route 10 East, Succasunna;
o TGI FRIDAYS 1103 US-46 West, Ledgewood;
o MULDOONS 1447 US-46 West, Ledgewood;
o IHOP 810 US-46 East, Kenvil;

o Java Joe’s on Route 10 in Succasunna; and
o Bryan’s on Main Street in Succasunna
• And remember to tip generously.
•

In more good news, The Roxbury Library began offering curbside drop-off
and pick-up last week. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
library’s dedicated staff, led by Director Radwa Ali, for the outstanding job
they have done serving the community during these difficult times.

• From virtual paint-and-sip sessions and on-line programs to help our small
businesses to calling each of the library’s elderly patrons to check on their
condition, the library has proven itself a vital community resource.
• I am also pleased to announce that the Library will be holding outdoor
concerts by the Gazebo during the summer.
• The Roxbury Arts Alliance, another important cultural group in town, is also
expected to hold concerts this summer at the Gazebo at Horse Shoe Lake.
Quick shout out to the Roxbury Rotary Club, which donated the Horse Show
Lake Gazebo as one of its many civic projects in our community.

•

Shows are currently scheduled:

July 13 Cardon Racquet
Winterlong and
July 20 Stephanie Joyner
Big Jeff aka Jeff DeSmedt
July 27 (Ice Cream Social & Social Services Donation Night)
Kate & Paul and
Aug 3 Jeiris Cook
Aug 10 Grover Kemble

Library Gazebo

6:30 - 7:30

HorseShoe Lake Gazebo 6:30 - 8:00
Library Gazebo

6:30 - 7:30

HorseShoe Lake Gazebo 6:30 - 8:00
Library Gazebo
6:30 - 7:30

• Let me turn now to plans to resume limited in-person operations at Town Hall
for residents and employees. I would like to start by thanking our township
staff for their dedication and hard work during the pandemic. As we all know,
many township employees continued to work during the crisis either by
showing up every day for their jobs or by working remotely to keep essential
township services operating.
• That said, Township Manager John Shepherd has advised that much of the
workspace in Town Hall does permits safe social distancing for employees and
residents. In instances where we do not have adequate space for safe social
distancing, we will be installing physical barriers or re-locating employees.
• In addition, we are modifying workspaces to provide greater separation
between residents and employees. This will be primarily achieved by installing
glass partitions at work counters which will provide a safer environment for
both the employee and the visitor.

• We are also modifying the reception area in the front of the Manager and
Clerk offices to facilitate safe social distancing. Employees at all buildings are
adhering to social distancing guidelines and wearing masks if social distancing
is not possible, especially in common areas accessible to the public.
• So, beginning this week, all departments will be back to full staffing within
each building. Later, we plan to open to the public by appointment only. All
visitors will be required to wear masks. At some point in July, we plan to be
mostly open to the public without an appointment. Please note that at this
point, our re-opening plan does not include the court which is receiving
direction from the Administrative Office of the Court.
• This past Monday, June 22, was the virtual graduation for Roxbury High School.
The Mayor and Council wish to congratulate the 2020 graduates for achieving
this important milestone. As I said last week, the challenges faced by this
graduating class were significant, but will help prepare them for the challenges
of leading in the future.
• I am delighted, however, to report to you that the High School has submitted
their permits and has confirmed information for an in-person graduation
ceremony to be held on July 8th on the Island at Horse Shoe Lake at the Band
Shell. The rain date is July 9th.
• Three ceremonies are expected to be held – at 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 2:30
p.m. Lines will be marked on the field to indicated safe social distancing and
people attending are being asked to bring their own chairs.
• All requirements set forth by the governor’s executive order as well as CDC
and New Jersey Health Department guidelines will be followed. The township

is working closely with the school district to make this happy and important
day possible for the graduates and their families.
• Now, I would like to turn to a recent story passed on to me by our Municipal
Court Judge Ira Cohen. It is not directly related to Covid-19, but it does
concern another important matter – the opioid epidemic -- that has
unfortunately taken a back seat to the pandemic.
• This story also focuses on the way we treat people in Roxbury – not during a
pandemic, but every day. The following is a message received by Judge Cohen.
I have removed the person’s name to protect their identity.
• Dear Judge Cohen, I hope this email find you well. I was formerly an addict
who went through your court system in both Roxbury and Randolph. I wanted
to email you because I wanted to say thanks. About 3-4 years ago, you gave
me one final opportunity to better myself before sending me to jail. I cannot
express how grateful I am to you Judge Cohen, for granting me that last
opportunity. I can happily say, I have been drug-free for 3 years now.
• I just graduated from College with an Associate in Criminal Justice. I will be
attending Rutgers in the fall to pursue a bachelor’s degree. I could not be more
proud and thankful for the accomplishments I was able to achieve in such little
time.
• So, thank you again Judge Cohen. It would have been a lot more difficult to
achieve these things had you incarcerated me that day. I will always be
thankful for the opportunity. I hope you have a good day.
• To that person I say, please accept our congratulations for your exceptional
accomplishment, and thank you Judge Cohen for demonstrating the best
practices and principles of our community.

• Now, let me finish tonight by thanking my fellow Councilmembers, who
seldom ask for or receive any recognition for their many contributions.
• The average resident has no reason to know about the many things you do for
Roxbury – from helping at Social Services, delivering groceries to seniors,
making and distributing masks, or making sure that our local businesses are
getting the support they need.
• You have acted as advocates for residents who need help and you have
brought important matters to the attention of township staff. For the past
four plus months, I have been proud to serve alongside you as we did our best
to lead through this unprecedented crisis.
• Once again, thank you to all the Roxbury residents who are making a
difference in our community.
• Please be well, stay safe, and God bless.

